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Anna	Ryan	Drew	is	a	mixed	media	painter	with	a	working	studio	and	gallery	in	South	Bend,	Indiana.	
Anna	was	born	an	artist	in	a	lineage	that	exposed	her	to	a	magical	world	where	nothing	was	off-limits.	She	
embraces	this	boundlessness,	and	it	continues	to	inspire	her	contextual	practice—Anna	engages	in	art	as	a	
social	advocacy,	presenting	an	energy	that	ignites	her	viewers	to	become	empowered.	Anna’s	own	ignition	
was	a	diagnosis	of	manic-depressive	illness	as	a	teenager.	Her	work	depicts	the	story	of	finding	what	she	calls	
her	crown.	Her	figurative	work	drawing	both	suffering	and	triumph	invites	the	viewer	to	be	part	of	humanity’s	
battle	to	end	a	culture	of	shame.	

Anna	has	created	a	large	body	of	work	over	twenty	years	that	follows	her	own	journey	to	the	depths	of	
losing	her	mind	and	reclaiming	it.	She	began	her	Self-Portrait	Series	in	1996	while	studying	under	Janie	Paul	at	
the	University	of	Michigan.	Looking	for	groundedness	after	her	first	manic	episode,	she	found	it	in	art	and	self-
portrait.	For	many	years	she	had	only	a	very	little	faith	that	“it	will	be	okay,”	so	she	often	painted	an	aura	
around	herself	–	it	had	to	with	not	feeling	contained.	That	old	faith	carried	through	her	until	recently.	In	the	
last	two	years,	that	aura	shifted	to	a	crown.	It’s	a	significant	shift	–	now	she’s	speaking	to	that	eighteen-year	
old,	“remaking	the	past.	It	was	a	mindset	that	kept	me	in	chains.”	

Thanks	to	Buzz	Alexander,	also	at	the	University	of	Michigan,	Anna	frequently	combined	her	study	of	
art/painting	with	engagement	in	social	justice	through	work	with	those	that	can	be	seen	as	circumstantially	
not	having	very	much	freedom:	people	in	prisons,	the	juvenile	detention	system,	and	inner-city	Detroit	high	
school.	She	identified	that	theme	of	freedom	with	her	own	feeling	of	not	feeling	free	to	be	herself	or	even	
understanding	that	would	mean	in	her	with	this	new	Bipolar-spin	on	it.	This	led	her	to	combine	her	passions	
for	creating	art	and	healing	by	completing	a	Masters	in	Social	Work.	Several	years	ago,	she	transitioned	to	a	
full-time	artist	and	committed	to	a	macro-level	of	activism	through	her	work	which	includes	her	own	gallery,	
her	powerful	social	media	outreach,	and	community	workshops	and	engagement	with	her	collectors	around	
the	country—all	the	while	wearing	her	crowns	and	being	art	both	on	and	off	the	wall.	In	October,	2018,	it	was	
her	great	honor	to	donate	a	painting	entitled	“You	are	Enough”	to	the	University	of	Michigan’s	Prechter	
Bipolar	Program	in	honor	of	its	Principal	Investigator	Dr.	Melvin	McInnis	and	author	Kay	Redfield	Jamison	upon	
the	occasion	of	Ms.	Jamison’s	delivery	of	the	12th	Annual	Prechter	Lecture.	Two	.jpg	images	of	that	piece	are	
included	in	this	Dropbox	folder.	
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Art	Lights.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	South	Bend	Museum	of	Art,	South	Bend,	Indiana	
	
2016	
Midwest	Museum	Annual	Exhibition.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.		Midwest	Museum	of	Art,	Elkhart,	Indiana	
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Exhibited	with	regional	and	nationally	renowned	artists	including	Robert	De	Niro	Sr.,	Paul	Rothko,	Leland	Bell,	

Bob	Thompson	and	Nancy	Swan	Drew	
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Selected	Work	Experience	
2002–09	Multiple	Community	Agencies.	.	.	.	.	Utilized	clinical	and	artistic	skills	to	promote	mental	health	and	

happiness	as	a	therapeutic	tool	
2002	YWCA	Womens	Sheleter,	Fort	Wayne,	Indiana.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.		Art	as	Healing—Week	without	Violence	Campaign	
1999	University	of	Michigan	Veterans	Hospital,	Ann	Arbor,	Michigan.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.		Art	Workshop	with	Veterans	
1999	Adrian	Training	School,	Adrian,	Michigan.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.		Art	with	Juvenile	Offenders	
1997–99	Henery	Ford	High	School,	Detriot,	Michigan.	.	.	.	.	.	.	..	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	Henry	Ford	Mural	
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